
 
 

Seattle Cancer Care Alliance Selected as an Authorized Treatment Center for 

BreyanziTM/Liso-Cel CAR T-Cell Treatment 

 
Cancer center among the first in the nation to offer the newly approved cell 

therapy for adults with certain types of large B-cell lymphoma 

SEATTLE (February 18, 2021) – Seattle Cancer Care Alliance (SCCA), the only 
NCCN-designated cancer center in Washington State, has been selected as an 
authorized treatment center for the new chimeric antigen receptor (CAR) T-cell 
therapy lisocabtagene maraleucel, also known as liso-cel and by the brand name 
BreyanziTM. Liso-cel was approved by the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
on February 5, 2021.  
 
The CD19-directed CAR T-cell therapy is indicated for the treatment of adult 
patients with relapsed or refractory (R/R) large B-cell lymphoma after two or 
more lines of systemic therapy, including diffuse large B-cell lymphoma not 
otherwise specified (including DLBCL arising from indolent lymphoma), high-grade 
B-cell lymphoma, primary mediastinal large B-cell lymphoma and follicular 
lymphoma grade 3B. Liso-cel is not indicated for the treatment of patients with 
primary central nervous system lymphoma. According to the pivotal multi-center 
phase 1 TRANSCEND NHL 001 trial, treatment with liso-cel resulted in a response 
rate of 73% and a complete response (CR) rate of 53%; these data supported the 
priority review granted by the FDA in mid-2020.   
  
“The recent FDA approval of lisocabtagene maraleucel marks a significant step 

forward in CAR T-cell therapies for the treatment of large B-cell lymphoma, 

offering a potential life-saving option for those whose cancer hasn’t responded to 

other treatments or has returned,” said David Maloney, MD, PhD, medical 

director for cellular immunotherapy at the Bezos Family Immunotherapy Clinic at 

Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. “We are very excited to be one of the authorized 

https://www.seattlecca.org/providers/david-g-maloney
https://www.seattlecca.org/immunotherapy/cellular-immunotherapy
https://www.seattlecca.org/immunotherapy/cellular-immunotherapy


centers to offer an advancing therapy that has the potential to benefit more than 

80,000 patients nationwide.”   

 
Large B-cell lymphoma is the most common type of non-Hodgkin lymphoma and 
is a rapidly growing, aggressive disease, accounting for one of every three non-
Hodgkin lymphoma cases diagnosed, according to the American Cancer Society. 
When large B-cell lymphoma has returned following treatment or not responded 
to treatment, it is considered to have reached relapsed or refractory state.  
According to previous studies, as many as 73% of patients will not respond to 
second-line treatment, or they will relapse. In patients who relapse or do not 
respond to initial therapies, conventional treatment options that provide 
sustained responses are limited, with an average life expectancy of about six 
months.1  
 
The liso-cel treatment is prepared from a patient’s own cells. Blood is withdrawn, 
T cells are separated and then undergo genetic “reprogramming” to become CAR 
T cells, which are multiplied for the patient’s appropriate dose and administered 
via an infusion at a treatment center like SCCA’s Bezos Family Immunotherapy 
Clinic. Liso-cel has been infused and monitored in outpatient settings in three 
trials. According to a study presented last year involving three on-going trials 
(TRANSCEND NHL 001, Outreach and PILOT), the need for hospitalization was low 
following treatment with liso-cel. After the first month of treatment, 
approximately 40% of patients did not require hospitalization.  
 
“SCCA’s mission is to ensure that our patients have access to the latest treatment 

advances and leading-edge therapies,” said Nancy Davidson, MD, president and 

executive director of Seattle Cancer Care Alliance. “We are pleased to add 

another treatment offering to patients suffering from relapsed or refractory large 

B-cell lymphoma and advance our mission of pursuing better, longer, richer lives 

for our patients.” 

 

With this latest FDA approval, SCCA is one of the first cancer treatment centers in 

the United States to offer all four FDA-approved CAR T-cell therapies. The 

organization provides a broad range of treatment resources and advanced clinical 

trials; there are currently 20 cellular therapy clinical trials open for enrollment. 

 
1 Crump M., et al. Outcomes in refractory diffuse large B-cell lymphoma: results from the international SCHOLAR-1 study. Blood. 2017; 130(16): 1800-1808. 
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The organization is home to several of the world’s leading immunotherapy 

experts whose research has contributed to the foundation of many 

immunotherapies currently used to treat cancer. SCCA’s Bezos Family 

Immunotherapy Clinic, which opened in 2016, is a state-of-the-art center 

dedicated to offering the newest clinical trials and therapies in cellular 

immunotherapy. 

 

About Seattle Cancer Care Alliance 

Seattle Cancer Care Alliance brings together the leading research teams and 

cancer specialists from Fred Hutch, Seattle Children’s and UW Medicine — one 

extraordinary group whose sole purpose is the pursuit of better, longer, richer 

lives for our patients. Based in Seattle’s South Lake Union neighborhood, Seattle 

Cancer Care Alliance has nine clinical care sites in the region, including a medical 

oncology clinic at EvergreenHealth in Kirkland; hematology/medical oncology and 

infusion services at Overlake Medical Center in Bellevue, medical and radiation 

oncology clinics at UW Medical Center - Northwest Seattle and medical oncology 

services at SCCA Issaquah, as well as Network affiliations with hospitals in five 

states. For more information about SCCA, visit seattlecca.org. 
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