
   
 

EVUSHELD Patient FAQs 
 
What is EVUSHELD? 
 
EVUSHELD is a medication given to certain people to prevent COVID-19 infection before being 

exposed to the virus. It is a combination of antibodies called Tixagevimab and Cilgavimab 

(EVUSHELD). Monoclonal antibodies are molecules developed in a lab designed to act like or 

increase the body’s natural immune system response against an invader, like the SARSCov2 

virus.   EVUSHELD blocks the virus from entering human cells, making the virus harmless. This 

medication is NOT used to treat COVID-19 or for people with known exposure. 

 

Who is eligible to receive EVUSHELD?  

EVUSHELD is currently prioritized for our most immunosuppressed patients. Current criteria at 
SCCA include: 
 

Tier 1 Severely Immunocompromising Conditions (based on NIH Tier 1 prioritization criteria)2: 

• Active pre-hematopoietic cell transplant (HCT) 

• HCT within the previous 1 year 

• HCT with chronic GVHD or who are taking immunosuppressive medications for another 
indication 

• CAR T cell recipients 

• Hematologic malignancy patients on active therapy 

• Patients who are within 1 year of receiving B-cell depleting therapies (e.g., rituximab, 
ocrelizumab, ofatumumab, alemtuzumab)  

• Patients receiving Bruton tyrosine kinase inhibitors (e.g., ibrutinib, acalabrutinib, 
zanubrutinib) 

• Patients with severe combined immunodeficiencies  

• Lung transplant recipients  

• Patients who are within 1 year of receiving a solid organ transplant (other than lung 
transplant)  

• Solid-organ transplant recipients with recent treatment for acute rejection with T or B cell 
depleting agents  

• Patients with untreated HIV who have a CD4 T lymphocyte cell count <50 cells/mm3 

 
 
What is an Emergency Use Authorization (EUA)?  
The United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) may authorize an unapproved product 

to be used during a global health emergency.  

In issuing an EUA, FDA determines that the known and potential benefits when used to treat, 

diagnose or prevent such disease or condition, outweigh the known and potential risks for the 

product; and that there are no adequate, approved, and available alternatives.  

https://www.covid19treatmentguidelines.nih.gov/therapies/statement-on-patient-prioritization-for-outpatient-therapies/


   
 

Emergency use authorization is NOT the same as FDA approval or licensure 

 

Can EVUSHELD be used in place of COVID vaccination? 

EVUSHELD is NOT a replacement for COVID-19 vaccination. People who have not been and can 

safely be vaccinated are encouraged to get the COVID-19 vaccine first. 

 
How is EVUSHELD given? 
EVUSHELD is a combination of two medications, each medication is drawn up into separate 

syringes, 3 mL each. Both medications are injected into the buttocks, the patient receives two 

injections at the same appointment followed by a one hour observation/monitoring  period  

 

On February 24th the FDA changed the dosing of this medication. Some patients may have 

already received 1.5 mL dose and will be asked to come for another injection to get the full 

dose.  

 

What are side effects of EVUSHELD?  

The most common side effects are: 

• Headache 

• Fatigue 

• Cough 

• Pain, soreness, or swelling of injection 
site 

Serious side effects that can (rarely) happen 
are: 

• Allergic reactions like difficulty 
breathing or swallowing, shortness of 
breath, wheezing, swelling of face, 
lips, tongue, or throat, rash or hives, 
and itching 

• Heart complications in people with 
existing heart problems 

Most side effects are mild or moderate reactions. Because this is a new medication, there may 
be other unknown or unexpected side effects. Serious side effects should be reported to your 
doctor. 
 
How long after getting a COVID-19 vaccination should one wait before getting EVUSHELD? 

In people who have received a COVID-19 vaccine, EVUSHELD should be given at least 2 weeks 

after vaccination.  

 

How long after EVUSHELD is given should one wait before getting a COVID-19 vaccination? 

It is recommended to get the COVID-19 vaccine before getting EVUSHELD for most people. If 
you got EVUSHELD before getting a COVID-19 vaccine, then you can get COVID-19 vaccine at 
your regularly scheduled time.  
 
 
 



   
 

Is EVUSHELD effective against the Omicron variant? 
EVUSHELD works against the Omicron variant including BA.1 and BA.2. The FDA recently 
increased the dose of EVUSHELD so that it has improved activity against these Omicron 
variants. 
 
Can EVUSHELD be used to treat COVID-19?  

No, EVUSHELD is NOT authorized by the FDA to treat COVID-19. 

 

Can EVUSHELD be used after being exposed to COVID-19? 

No, EVUSHELD is NOT authorized for use in people who have been exposed to someone with 

COVID-19 infection. At this time, EVUSHELD is only approved for people who have NOT had a 

known exposure to COVID-19 within 14 days. 

 

How long will EVUSHELD last and when will I need another dose? 
The duration of protection provided by EVUSHELD against COVID-19 infection is thought to be 

about 6 months although this is not entirely known as studies on EVUSHELD were done during a 

time before the Omicron variants. Because it is unclear which variant or if Omicron variant will 

be in the United States over the next few months, the recommended timing for repeat dosing 

cannot be provided at this time. Further updates about repeat dosing will be provided when 

available. 
 

How much does EVUSHELD injection cost? 

The drug is being provided by the federal government during the pandemic state of emergency 
therefore there is no cost to the patient for the drug itself. Health care organizations providing 
the EVUSHELD injections may charge an administration fee. Insurance benefits and deductibles 
vary, patients may wish to check with their insurance carrier to verify if EVUSHELD 
administration fees will be covered. If your insurance asks, the EVUSHELD CPT Billing Code is 
M0220. 
 

Continue to protect yourself and others: 
Although EVUSHELD may provide protection for people with weakened immune systems, the 
impact of Omicron is not entirely clear at this time. COVID-19 infections are still rising in the 
community. Everyone should continue to protect themselves by masking, physical distancing, 
avoiding crowds, and washing their hands or using hand sanitizer often. It is strongly 
recommended that caregivers and family members of people with weak immune systems get 
their COVID-19 vaccines and boosters when eligible if they have not done so already. 
 
 


